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This year our workshops have covered a wide range
of topics, including: 

Responding to community conflict, in light of
the riots of summer 2024

Mis-and-dis-information, conspiracy, and
pathways to extremism

EDI: including racial justice, gender equity,
neurodiversity and faith

 
Media literacy and digital citizenship 

Violent extremism: challenging the extreme far
right, violent Islamist extremism, gendered
extremism and other hateful ideologies

 Incels, misogyny, the manosphere, and violence
against women and girls

ConnectFutures has been busy delivering our
workshops that aim to prevent hate, build resilient
communities and prepare young people to safely
and happily navigate their worlds. 

IMPACT REPORT
2024/25

16,098
THIS YEAR WEDELIVERED TO

PARTICIPANTS

483 
 SESSIONS IN SCHOOLS, COMMUNITIES AND

PROFESSIONAL SPACES

AVERAGE ‘OVERALL
WORKSHOP EXPERIENCE’
ACCORDING TO OUR
PARTICIPANTS

33% OF OUR DELIVERY THIS
YEAR WAS BESPOKE
CONTENT COMMISSIONED
BY CLIENTS

13,471 2,627
YOUTH ADULTS

83.2% OF OUR WORK THIS YEAR
WAS WITH YOUNG PEOPLE

We collect our data in line with GDPR. We recognise not
all data is exhaustive and difference in gender experience
is not wholly reflected here. We are working on it!

THIS YEAR WE DELIVERED

AND WE ARE PROUD TO SAY THAT...

73% OF OUR PARTICIPANTS
WOULD LIKE TO WORK
WITH US AGAIN

329,404
THIS BRINGS OUR TOTAL DELIVERY NUMBERS TO 

274, 414 54,990
YOUTH ADULTS

SOME MORE ABOUT OUR YOUNG
PEOPLE...



Lots of very useful practical tips. Often
this sort of training can be facts based
and with no reference to what this looks
like in practice. This had lots of tips,
ideas and recommendations included.
I’ve completed training on this topic in
the past and this particular training was
100x better.  I’ve also recommended
that all staff at my organisation take
this training. The trainer was fantastic
also!"
DERBY  
Neurodiversity Adult Participant

It was very sobering, validating, and
motivating to not give up and keep
working to reduce the harmful impacts of
extremism. I previously thought that I was
being an 'overworrier' by my concern
about extreme views, especially in the
light of current events, politics, and
technology, especially as a woman of
minority ethnic background. However this
really made clear the extent of danger
and threat this poses but also gave lots of
practical ideas to combat this. Thank you.
LEEDS
Responding to the Riots, Adult Participant

. 

WHAT PARTICIPANTS TELL US MOST; OUR TOP 5 THEMES

 EXPERT FACILITATORS
 "I cannot compliment the trainer enough, he was
so knowledgeable… handled the topic so sensitively,
compassionately and in a balanced way."

PRACTICAL TOOLS
 "Lots of tips, ideas and recommendations
included… I’ve already emailed these to senior
management to see if we can implement some
changes."

ENGAGING SESSIONS
 "The session effectively engaged students with
relevant content, dynamic delivery, and relatable
personal stories… making the learning experience
memorable and impactful."

SHARPER THINKING
 "It really made clear the importance of vigilant
work with children and young people and early
intervention… I will think about this topic differently
now."

CONFIDENCE TO ACT
 "Most training is not practical enough, but this
session gave me actual tools to take away and use. I
feel much more confident now.”

We analysed our feedback and identified the five
themes that come up most consistently, giving a clear
picture of the impact our sessions have on participants.
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MEET OUR YOUTH ADVISORY BOARD 2025

Funded by the Paul Hamlyn Foundation Youth Fund, our
Youth Advisory Board (YAB) brings together seven young
people aged 14–20 from across the West Midlands. 

It’s a space for them to grow as leaders, shape our
programmes, and launch their own youth-led projects.
Guided by coaching and mentoring, members contribute
ideas, content, and creativity, ensuring youth voice runs
through everything we do. 

Grounded in an asset-based approach, the Board
celebrates young people’s strengths and passions, building
confidence and influence that lasts.

SPOTLIGHT ON: 
PAUL HAMLYN FOUNDATION,
RESPONDING TO THE RIOTS

WORKSHOPS
In the summer of 2024, we saw large scale
disorder and rioting take place across the
country. Much of the disorder was motivated
by intense anti-migrant sentiment, catalysed
by disinformation relating to an act of
extreme violence in Southport. 
ConnectFutures hosted a lunch and learn
webinar to discuss the impact of the disorder
on communities across the UK. 
After this, the Paul Hamlyn Foundation
funded us to deliver:

33 WORKSHOPS IN;
5 REGIONS ACROSS THE UK, TO;

5,979 PARTICIPANTS

On how young people and practitioners who
support them can have difficult
conversations related to the issues that came
up during the disorder; anti-migrant
sentiment, riots vs. protests, Islamophobia. It
also provided guidance on how to respond in
the instance of further violence. 



Across 6 East Birmingham schools, ConnectFutures supported
3,195 students to engage in a Media Literacy and Digital
Citizenship programme funded by Ofcom. 
Made up of 3 parts, the programme up-skilled students to safely
navigate their online worlds, keeping them safe from mis-and-
dis-information, online crime, and hateful and violent content.
180 school-selected students took part in an intensive
programme, where they produced their own awareness raising
video content, to help their peers become more alert to online
risks. 
30 student ambassadors selected from across our partner
schools attended a filming day at Birmingham City University,
where they took part in televised debates on issues related to
media and digital literacy, and later presenting their videos to a
showcase event of professionals from across the country. 

This year, we have continued to
contribute to the research space,
developing projects on gendered
extremism, digital literacy, community
disorder, and the growing interest in
online gore content. 
Take a look at some of the
organisations we've worked with!

AREA OF INTEREST: 
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS

www.connectfutures.org

Interested in what we do in schools, communities and work places? Did you know we offer
bespoke and tailored programmes to suit your needs?  Contact us info@connectfutures.org
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THIS YEAR WE
DELIVERED PAPERS

AT

NATIONAL AND
INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCES

SPOTLIGHT ON: CONNECTFUTURES AND OFCOM

ConnectFutures has been working to prevent violence
against women and girls since our inception. 
In March of 2025 Netflix’s Adolescence was released, and
ConnectFutures’ saw a stark increase in demand for our
workshops, assemblies and mentoring offers on the
subject of gendered violence and extremism. 
We are working with partners from the Cabinet Office,
Home Office, Ofcom and international NGOs including
OSCE, to continue delivering intervention on this topic. 
This includes: 

Youth mentoring
Assemblies and workshops with young people
Conference presentations
Research projects
Professional training sessions
Curriculum resource design


